
Tewksbury Piecemakers Newsletter 
Meeting is APRIL 9, 2019 at 7:00 PM at the Tewksbury Senior Center                                                         

IMPORTANT NOTICE: DOORS CANNOT OPEN BEFORE 6:30 

FOOD PANTRY. The Food pantry was elated at the type and amount of snacks we donated.              
For April’s meeting please bring toilet paper, paper towels, dish liquid, condiments (mayo, mustard, ketchup, salad 
dressings, maple syrup etc. As always, snacks of pop tarts, cookies, individual bags of chips and popcorn are welcome. 
Please bring to meeting room and place them on the table for all of us to see. 
There is a lot of information throughout this issue. Please read it all. 

   President                            Vice President                            Secretary                        Treasurer 
   Pat Wolf            Marlene Levesque                           Kathy Graham          Cam Michallyszyn 
pwolf@potpourrigroup.com    mleveq@verizon.net                mimikathyg@gmail.com      camm917@gmail.com 
978-658-5024                               508-265-4256                                    978-851-8717                              978-256-1758 

 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Ahhh, Spring has Sprung… Longer and warmer days (sometimes). 

I hope everyone enjoyed the Judy Becker’s quilted canvas series. I especially liked that we could touch them and pass 

them around. It gave me some ideas of what to do with those orphan blocks and scraps. Great for Seasonal wall 

hangings. Special thanks to Sue Pederson and Elaine Fubel in providing transportation to and from our meeting for Judy. 

This month we will have the curator from the New England Quilt Museum, Pam Weeks, present a new trunk show on 

the Quilted Gardens. Very appropriate for this time of the year. Pam will start promptly at 7:00. When she is finished 

with her presentation, we will have a brief intermission to review the silent auction and then start our business meeting. 

Thank you all for the wonderful selection of gizmos and gadgets from donations last month.   

Unfortunately, we were not able to get enough volunteers to sell raffle tickets at the MQX show this year.  Earnings from 

the raffle ticket sales, allows the guild to have speakers and programs for our meetings.  Simply put, no funding, no 

programs.  

We have extended our quilt entry forms to the April Meeting. If you haven’t turned in your form(s), please do so at this 

meeting. Your quilt does not need to be completed in order to fill out the entry form. 

Don’t forget your block of the month. Karen Ivas will be picking a winner to machine quilt for the Quilt show. I had a 

chance to see a few of them this past week-end and they look great, each one looks so different because of the color 

selections.  

I am also looking for short stories on how and why you became interested in quilting. It would be fun to share and 

publish one a month. Please send to me or see me at our meeting.  

Make sure you read the complete newsletter for more details! 

Happy spring sewing! 

Pat 

 

 

 

 

 

Final check list!  Name tag, cash for silent auction, food pantry donations, quilt show entries, fat 

quarter swap, finished BOM, Show and tell and good listening ears!! 

 



 

REFRESHMENTS FOR APRIL     Susan Elias,  Anna Gallo, Cheryl Hanlin, Lynda Harrington, Cathy Harvey, Linda Hattori,        

Anita Hogan, Karen Ivas, Marilyn Ivas, Roberta Kane, Nancy Kelley, Kathy Kinsella and Carol Kobelski. 

Can’t bring any? Please contact Teresa Grignon and let her know. 978-656-8323   tfgnurse@gmail.com 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  1st, Ruth Russo;  7th, Pam Dougherty;  11th, Debbie Grund;  13th, Pat Tangusso; 13th, Roberta Waldrip; 
18th, Kathy Graham;  19th, Lee Colbert;  19th, Nan Davidson;  20th, Polly Flanagan;   21st, Claire Crowley;                           
24th, Maureen Colby;  24th, Maryann Rossetti;  27th, Elda Sanborn;   29th, Joan Blanchard;   29th, Carol Kobelski;                   
A very Happy Birthday to all of you. 

MONTHLY FAT QUARTER    Polka Dots type fabrics please.         

QUILT SHOW 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS                                                                                                                                             

Our quilt show is only 2 months away and your quilts are needed! We need quilt entry forms submitted by the end of 

March in order to create a beautiful floor plan. Remember that this year's theme is about the journey... There are no 

perfect quilts on the journey; only fun and special ones! Don’t forget to put a sleeve on your quilt.                                 

(Also, please volunteer. We need set up, tear down, and kitchen volunteers. You can even help by sitting on your rear at 

the raffle quilt, raffle basket, admission, or boutique tables. So easy : )                                                                                            

-Karen 

“CHOOSE YOUR INSPIRATION”  Magazine Challenge 

Now that the busy holiday season is over, and the stormy winter days are here, it’s a great time to stay in and sew.  Why 

not make a Challenge quilt?  Just pick any magazine (other than a quilt magazine) and check out pages 11, 22 and 33.  

Surely you will find something there to spark your creativity and turn your idea into a quilt.  If not, feel free to choose a 

different magazine and try again.   Let your imagination be your guide.    Here’s a reminder of the guidelines: 

• Each participant must submit a copy of their magazine page, along with a written explanation of how 

their page inspired their quilt. 

• The total perimeter of the quilt must be less than or equal to 144 inches, ( for example 36 X 36”)  

• Any technique or combination of techniques are allowed. 

• The quilt must be quilted. 

• The quilt must be made of fabric, but non-fabric embellishments are okay. 

• Have some fun! 

  

 

STRUT YOUR STUFF at the New England Quilt Museum 

The New England Quilt Museum has put the call out to all supporting guilds to enter a quilt into their Summer 

Celebration series.  This special exhibition takes place in August of 2019, and all the quilts in the exhibit are entries from 

local guilds.  We would love to have one of our member quilts on display as part of the show!   This means that we need 

a quilt to enter and that quilt could be YOURS!  We will be asking participants to bring their quilts to the May meeting 

where we will take a vote on which one to enter into the show.  If you, or your quilting pal, has a quilt you would like to 

be considered, please bring it to the May meeting.   

 



 

 

APRIL SPEAKER 

Pam Weeks, the curator of the New England Quilt Museum, will be our featured speaker at the April meeting.  
From her series of Pam Weeks Quilts, Pam will speak and present a trunk show, QUILTED GARDENS.  Pam was 
our hostess, and docent during the Tewksbury Piecemakers recent trip to the New England Quilt Museum.  
We are looking forward to her sharing more of her historical experience, as well as her professional and 
personal opinions on many quilting topics. 
$$$, bring money to play.  The April meeting will also feature a GIZMOS and GADGETS silent auction.  All items 
are new and/or gently used items donated by guild members.  The auction table will be open prior to Pam 
speaking, and then will be open again later in the meeting.  All bids will be in one dollar increments.  Cash and 
checks gladly accepted.   
In May, we will continue with our “glad” cash and check activities with a YARD YARD sale.  Yes, you may still 
donate fabric at the April meeting.  Fabric must be precut, and packaged into gallon sized baggies.                 
One baggie = one yard.   
We are looking for volunteers to:  
Quilt a Boys Club charity quilt.  Each available packet includes a top, a backing, and batting. 
Join the team, for the GRADUATION PARTY we will be celebrating in June.  It’s a one evening, short term 
commitment.  You will be asked to help with the presentation of the food.  At the end of the party, each team 
member will be asked to clean one table.  Ten volunteers cleaning ten tables, we’ll be done in ten minutes.   
 
Do you have fabric that has lived in your stash for months, perhaps years?  Every time you cull your fabric, you keep it, 
thinking someday the fabric will be perfect for the yet unknown project?  You can donate this fabric to the YARD YARD 
SALE.  Fabric will be collected at the March and April meetings.  The sale will be during the May meeting.  All proceeds 
will benefit the Piecemakers’ treasury. 
Please cut fabric into one-yard pieces.  Package each yard into a gallon size baggie.  If you have a four-yard piece, you 
will be donating four baggies.  Yes, of course, you may donate multiple baggies. 
 
BOYS’ CLUB CHARITY QUILTS 

We have charity “packets” ready to go.  Each packet contains a completed quilt top, batting, and backing.  We 
are looking for volunteers to quilt a packet.  These will be available at the March meeting, but if you would like 
to start on one now, please contact Sue Pedersen, to arrange delivery. 
Thanks, Sue Pedersen 

 

 
Minutes from March 14, 2019 Board Meeting  
  
Attendees (6): Kathy Graham, Sue Pedersen, Sue Doherty, Cam Michallyszyn, Pat Wolf and Cheryle Laffey. 
 
The Raffle winners on March 12th were:  

Pattie Rollka, Marguerette Trull, Kay Donahue, Maureen Cohen. 
The Fat Quarters winners were:  Polly Flanagan,  Janet Giunta, Maureen Mullen, Gina Maniscalco, 

 Michelle Muro,  Maryrose Borelli, Della Walsh and Pat Wolf. 
Name tag winner:   Maureen Cohen 
 
Sue Pedersen will be collecting “yard” material (a full yard) for the yard sale in May.  Please bring these in a zip lock style 
bag. 
 
 



 
 
Sue Pedersen will be holding a silent auction at the April 9th Guild Meeting with the Gizmos and Gadgets that were 
collected at the March Meeting. 
 
 
Pam Weeks will be the guest speaker for the April 9th meeting with a brand new topic “Quilted Gardens.” 
 
Karen Vines has volunteered to take over the web site management.  Thank you to Ann LeBourdais for all your hard 
work and dedication to get the web site up and running. 
 
Marlene Levesque’s workshop is fully booked for Tuesday April 23rd. 
 
Pat Wolf’s Ribbon Workshop for April 4th is also booked. 
 
Get your (BOM) block of the month done in time for April 9th.  Karen Ivas will be drawing a winner’s name for Karen to 
machine quilt. 
 
We are looking for a quilt coordinator in 2021, it will come up fast. 
 
Once again, the Tewksbury Food Pantry greatly appreciated all the donations collect from March’s meeting. 
 
We had a great day at the New England Quilt Museum in Lowell on Sunday March 17th.  Thank you to Carol Calistro and 
Sue Doherty for organizing this event. 
 
Respectfully,  Kathy Graham 
 

 Workshop scheduled  

Marlene Levesque will be teaching a workshop on Tuesday, April 23 from 6:30 to 9:00 at the Senior Center.                     

Happy to report that this class is full!  You will need your sewing supplies (machine, threads, etc). 

 BLOCK OF THE MONTH Tewksbury Piecemakers BOM Participants:  Important update from Karen Ivas 

Block of the month participants should bring their completed quilt top to the meeting for show and tell. All who do will 

receive a raffle ticket. One ticket will be drawn on meeting night...the winner will have the opportunity to have their 

quilt longarmed edge to edge by Karen Ivas. It will be returned at the May meeting in time to be bound and ready for 

the June quilt show. Don't forget to have your backing ready....needs to be 5 inches minimum extra on all four sides. 

Can't wait to see all the finished quilt tops! 

 If you have any questions, please email me at kivas1@verizon.net.    Karen Ivas                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kivas1@verizon.net
mailto:kivas1@verizon.net


 

QUILT SHOW AWARD RIBBONS 

Pat wolf held several workshops to get the ribbons made. Finally finished. Thanks to all that helped. 

Missing was Sue Pedersen and Deb Rauseo.   

 

ON GOING CHARITY GROUPS 

Lynda Harrington – Quilts for Kids  Ongoing project that can always use a helping hand.  Merrimack Valley Quilts for Kids  

Carol Calistro and I went in early December to meet with the director of the Pregnancy Care Center in Lowell that assists 

young women who are pregnant.  This organization is housed in the rectory building next to St. Rita's.  They outlined 

what it is they do to help these young girls.  The program is truly marvelous and so many have reached out to help. 

These young women get everything they need up to a year and the items are mostly new and donated items for their 

child.  They are supplied with absolutely everything that is needed from food/formula, cribs, strollers, toys and clothes 

and they even have a boutique for the women. It truly is an amazing program counseling these young mothers.  

We donated 6 baby themed quilts for their active clients who are due soon.  We will continue to help this worthy 

organization. We will have our usual deliveries to Winchester Hospital, New England Pediatrics, and children in DCF 

custody during the month of January- we are back at it again after a brief respite over the holidays. 

We continue to serve our community through this program and with your help this is possible, and we are so very 

grateful.  

ALSO To Membership - if any of you know of a child, a family in crisis or in need of a little help to brighten their day- 

contact me and we will certainly send them a nice cheery quilt.  Judging from the letters when we hear from families, all 

the children love their quilts that they receive from us.  We just want to share some happiness for the children and their 

families. Please help us help our communities. 

If you would like to help in any way please contact me at merrimackvalleyqfk@gmail.com or 978-905-0899. 

or 978 455 6193  

Thank you - Lynda Harrington 

Pat Wolf - Heart Pillows  

Stuffing heart pillows to donate to MGH ICU (Critical Care Unit). An ongoing project. Hundreds of these are done every 
year.  If you would like to assist, see Pat Wolf.  Stuffing for these pillows is always welcome 
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Joyce Lloyd - Ryan's case for smiles.  
Another worthy project and one that Joyce works on all year. Volunteers actually go to the hospitals, bringing all the kits 
needed and the sewing machines, and help the patients make their own pillowcases.  
Pillow cases are done for kids in any kind of stress all over the world. Want to help? See Joyce Lloyd at a meeting. 

 
 
SUNSHINE 
When we are hurting, either from an illness, the stress of caring for or the loss of a loved one, it is nice to get a card to 

know we are not alone. That we, as a group, care. Unfortunately, very few of you let me know who could use a hug. I 

know a card is not a physical hug, but it is a hug of sorts from all of us in the guild. It makes us feel good inside and 

maybe, for a moment, to smile. Please send me an email, text or call me. Cheryle                                         

meanswell@comcast.net      978-604-4434                                                                                                                                    

 

 

Hands All Around Quilt Show 

April 6-7, 2019 

UMASS Amherst Campus Center 

One Campus Center Way at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst MA 

10:00-4:00 each day (opening for physically challenged at 9:30 am) 

Adults - $10.00, 12 and under FREE (when accompanied by paid attendee) 

www.handsacrossthevalley.org 

 

ALSO 
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Entry # _____  
 

QUILT SHOW ENTRY FORM 
Tewksbury Piecemakers Guild 

A QUILTING JOURNEY 
June 1 & 2, 2019 

Please make 2 copies of this form and give to show chairperson: 
Karen Vines, 16 Briarwood Rd, Tewksbury, MA 01876 

Or email to karen.c.vines@gmail.com 
Include a photo of your quilt! 

FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 3/31/19 
 

Submitter’s Name ______________________________________________ Phone _________________ 
 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Email ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Quilt Maker’s Name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Title of Work __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Is the Quilt for Sale? ______________________________________ Price to be Marked ______________ 
 

ACTUAL SIZE (in inches) Across the Top___________________ Down the Side___________________ 
 

__Hand Pieced __Machine Pieced __Machine Embroidered __Hand Appliqued 
 

__Machine Appliqued __Hand Embroidered __Hand Quilted 
 

__Machine Quilted by _________________________________________ 
 

CHECK IF: _____ Challenge Quilt _____ First Quilt Ever _____ Junior Member’s Quilt 
 

Please describe front color category __Summer __Fall __Winter __Spring 
Please list main colors of quilt ____________________________________________________________ 
Please describe backing (color, solid, print, etc.) ______________________________________________ 

 
QUILTER’S STATEMENT: 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________                   

 
 
 

2019 QUILT SHOW ENTRY RECEIPT 2019 QUILT SHOW ENTRY RECEIPT 
Name ______________________________ Name _______________________________ 
Phone _____________________________ Phone ______________________________ 
Title of Work ________________________ Title of Work _________________________ 
Entry # _____________________________ Entry # ______________________________ 


